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      Our experienced doctors and surgeons are experts at treating patients without the use of blood transfusions or other blood products.
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    Clinical Trials

            Participating in a clinical trial gives you access to new and promising therapies.
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             We accept most insurance plans and work with managed care networks.

            Find out more


    

  


  
          
        
    
        share
        
            FacebookPostLinkedIn
        

        mail_outline
        print
    



      

                  A Safe Alternative to Blood Transfusions

There are several reasons why you may not want to receive a blood transfusion as part of your medical care, including religious beliefs and health-related concerns. Our USC Transfusion-Free Services and Patient Blood Management Program team is highly experienced in providing care for patients who wish to avoid or limit the use of blood transfusions and other blood products.

Our doctors and surgeons work closely with you and your family to understand your health care needs and beliefs. We will design a transfusion-free, or “bloodless,” treatment plan that supports your well-being and respects your wishes.

As leaders and innovators in transfusion-free medicine, our team uses the latest equipment and technology to perform a variety of procedures, ranging from routine general surgery to complex orthopedic, open-heart surgeries and organ transplants — all without the use of blood transfusions.

                      

                  Types of Transfusion-Free Surgeries

Advances in the field of transfusion-free medicine have helped increase the types of surgeries that can be done using transfusion-free, or “bloodless,” techniques. At Keck Medicine, we can deliver transfusion-free services for the following procedures:

	Cardiothoracic surgery
	Colorectal surgery
	General surgery
	Gynecologic surgeries
	Head and neck surgery
	Hepatobiliary and pancreatic surgery
	Neurosurgery
	Oncologic surgery
	Orthopedics
	Spine surgery
	Urologic surgery
	Vascular surgery


Transfusion-Free Techniques

If you request transfusion-free services, the following practices and techniques may be used as part of your care:

	Blood augmentation — This is a pre-operative procedure to maximize your red blood cells. This is done by using iron and the natural human hormone erythropoietin to help increase the production of red blood cells by your bone marrow.
	Blood conservation — During surgery, surgeons use blood conservation techniques like Intra-operative Cell Salvage (ICS) and Acute Normovolemic Hemodilution (ANH). These are ways to collect, wash, filter and return blood back to the patient.
	Minimal lab testing — After a procedure, your care team tries to minimize the amount of blood work you need for lab testing.


                      

                  How Do I Get Transfusion-Free Care?

We are dedicated to making our innovative transfusion-free surgery and blood conservation techniques available to you. Our services are broken into two main options:

	 Transfusion-Free Services (TFS) program: 


	This program is primarily for Jehovah’s Witness patients whose religious beliefs do not permit the use of blood transfusions or blood products, such as red cells, white cells, platelets and plasma.
	This care option requires a formal consent process and legal agreement between you, the patient, and your care team. In this agreement, you specify which blood products and techniques may or may not be used in your care.
	Your doctors, surgeons, anesthesiologists and clinicians follow the care terms outlined in the legal agreement.


	 Patient Blood Management (PBM) Program:


	This program is available to any patient who wants limited use of blood transfusions or blood products, generally due to health-related concerns.
	This care option does not have a formal legal consent process like the TFS program.
	You must meet with your surgeon and discuss the available blood conservation and blood transfusion alternatives before treatment.


How to Sign Up

To get started with transfusion-free care, please contact our team at (323) 442-5261 or TFSPBMinfo@med.usc.edu.

                      

                  Frequently Asked Questions

What is transfusion-free medicine?

Transfusion-free medicine and surgery is designed to help people who choose not to receive blood transfusions or blood products as part of their medical and/or surgical care. Doctors and surgeons who offer transfusion-free care are highly trained and use specialized techniques and equipment.

How does transfusion-free medicine work?

The primary goal of transfusion-free medicine and surgery is to minimize blood loss for the patient. This is done by using a variety of medications, blood conservation, blood filtration, specific surgical techniques, and special surgical tools and machines.

In most cases, one or more of the following procedures may be used to perform a transfusion-free, or “bloodless,” surgery:

	The patient’s blood may be filtered through a specialized device called a cell-saver. During surgery, blood that is lost is usually disposed of with other fluids. However, by using the cell-saver machine a surgeon can collect, wash, filter and return this blood back to the patient.
	Surgeons use surgical instruments that use an electrical current to cut tissue and seal blood vessels. This helps prevent blood loss.
	Medicines, such as erythropoietin, can be used to naturally stimulate the bone marrow to make more red blood cells.
	Patients take certain medications to help blood clot properly. This medicine helps prevent excessive bleeding during and after surgery.
	Anesthesiologists can use normal saline solution or other intravenous solutions to perform blood-dilution techniques to conserve blood during surgery. They can also lower a patient’s blood pressure and temperature to reduce the possibility of major bleeding.


Who uses transfusion-free services?

Transfusion-free medical and surgical care is often requested by patients who wish to avoid blood transfusions due to their religious convictions.

This specialized care is also requested by patients with non-religious concerns, such as:

	Blood supply availability
	Blood transfusion costs
	Exposure to blood-borne diseases
	Healing and recovery


Our program offers transfusion-free treatment options for both religious- and non-religious-based needs.

What surgical procedures can be done with transfusion-free techniques at Keck Medicine of USC?

At Keck Medicine, surgical procedures that may be done with limited or no blood transfusions include:

	Cardiothoracic surgery
	Colorectal surgery
	General surgery
	Gynecologic surgeries
	Head and neck surgery
	Hepatobiliary and pancreatic surgery
	Neurosurgery
	Oncologic surgery
	Orthopedics
	Spine surgery
	Urologic surgery
	Vascular surgery


Is transfusion-free medicine safe?

There are some risks associated with any medical procedure, including transfusion-free therapy. Talk to your doctor to learn more about the potential risks and benefits of transfusion-free, or “bloodless,” procedures.
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  We’re a Leader in Transfusion-Free Medicine 

      
      
        
                      We have extensive experience in transfusion-free, or “bloodless,” care options for a full range of surgical procedures, including highly complex cases.



                      Our doctors and surgeons are leading researchers in the field of transfusion-free medicine, driving innovations and improving patient outcomes.



                      As an academic medical center, we give you access to renowned specialists, cutting-edge treatment options and state-of-the-art technology.



                      Our doctors, surgeons and staff are by your side every step of your care journey, providing expert care, patient education and support.



                  

      

      

    

  



  
                          
          

          
            A Long and Winding Road

            Patient Story

            
              They saved my life. They made me believe that I was going to live.
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                        Keck Hospital of USC

                        Hospital

                        Dermatology, Clinical Nutrition, Occupational Therapy

                                                
                            place

                            1500 San Pablo StreetLos Angeles, CA 90033

                        

                                                                        
                            phone

                                                        (800) 872-2273
                        

                                                                        
                            schedule

                            Open 24 hours

                        

                                                View details                    

                
                            
                
                        

                    

                    
                    
                        USC Norris Cancer Hospital

                        Hospital

                        Dermatology, Breast Cancer, Clinical Nutrition

                                                
                            place

                            1441 Eastlake AveLos Angeles, CA 90089-1019

                        

                                                                        
                            phone

                                                        (800) 872-2273
                        

                                                                        
                            schedule

                            Open 24 hours

                        

                                                View details                    

                
                            
                
                        

                    

                    
                    
                        USC Verdugo Hills Hospital

                        Emergency

                        Abdominal Imaging, Anesthesiology, Body Imaging

                                                
                            place

                             1812 Verdugo BlvdGlendale, CA 91208-1407

                        

                                                                        
                            phone

                                                        (800) 872-2273
                        

                                                                        
                            schedule

                            Open 24 hours

                        

                                                View details                    
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                                4 Weight-loss Surgery Myths, Debunked by a Bariatric Surgeon
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                                Study explores the future of at-home cancer treatment

                                
                                    LOS ANGELES — A clinical trial from Keck Medicine of USC will test the feasibility of treating non-small cell lung...                                
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                                Meet Laura Shin, DPM, PhD

                                
                                    Dr. Shin is a podiatrist, foot and ankle reconstructive surgeon and wound care specialist at Keck Medicine of USC. Here’s what you...                                
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                                    LOS ANGELES — A clinical trial from Keck Medicine of USC aims to provide a surgical solution for patients with...                                
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                                    Dr. Yessaian is a gynecological oncologist at Keck Medicine of USC, who specializes in the surgical and medical treatment of...                                
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                                Hearing aids may help people live longer

                                
                                    LOS ANGELES — Hearing loss affects approximately 40 million American adults, yet only one in 10 people who need hearing...                                
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